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churches which had been vacant for more than three months.
This would be in 1240, as part of his effort to oppose
secular abuse and royal delays in elections.1 But there was
opposition from the Crown ; on application to the Papacy
for an endorsement of his right, his request was granted,
with a warning that such action could not be taken if pro-
vision had lapsed to the pope';2 and on pressure from
Henry III he was further reminded that c no prejudice to
royal rights is intended '.3 Of all the metropolitans, Boni-
face made the most vital use of the right of making an
appointment after an unworthy election. Shortly after his
arrival in England he rejected a royal nominee to the see
of Chichester, Robert Passelewe, on the formal ground of
illiteracy, and proceeded, with the approbation of the
Chichester canons, and on the advice of some bishops
present, to nominate M. Richard Wych. As we have seen,
royal opposition did not prevent Innocent III from con-
firming this entirely legal and salutary proceeding.4 But
the second time Boniface attempted to exercise his right
he overstepped the bounds of legality. In rejecting Hugh
Belsham's de gremio election to Ely, there was apparently
no provable exception to be made either to his person or
his election; his nomination of Adam Marsh to the see
was accordingly not accepted, and confused inaccurate .
statements made by Matthew Paris probably reflect popular
surprise at his high-handed and unprecedented action.5
Again, when Archbishop Sewal de Bovill at about the same
time, in the province of York, tried to set aside the election
of a curialtS) Robert Chause, and appoint instead his own
chancellor, the learned M. John Gervais, this action was
likewise rendered null by the Pope.6
Besides the exercise of ordinary rights which pertained
to him as metropolitan, opportunities for c influence'
existed for the Archbishop of Canterbury in elections
over the see of Rochester up to the year 1238; and Langton
1 Chron. Maj. ir. 3, 14.            * CaL Papal Letters, L 189 (5 May 1240).
3 Ibid. i. 192 (27 Aug. 1240).                                 4 Above, pp. 77, 81.
5 Chron, Maj. v. 652, Matthew asserts that as a result of Boniface's action a
papal decree was issued that all bishops-elect should seek confirmation from the
Pope.
* Above, p. 81, note 7.